
24 NEWS NOVEMBER 11, 2011 THE JEWISH ADVOCATE

By Elise Kigner
Advocate Staff

How do you paint multicul-
turalism? What are the colors
and symbols of peace? 

When Diana Gilon meets
with college students, she
poses these questions as they
together dream up ideas for
school murals.

At Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, students designed
a mural of the university’s fa-
mous dome, its columns deco-
rated with crosses, yin yangs,
stars and moons and Jewish
stars, and its top filled with
names of leaders in science and
technology, from an Israeli in-
stant messaging company to an
ancient Persian mathematician.

The mural, which is now
hung in the Religious Activities
Center, reads, “Disciples of
the wise bring peace to the
world. These beacons of tech-
nology are our paths to
peace.”

Gilon has coordinated mul-
ticultural, multifaith murals at
Northeastern, UMass-Amherst,
Boston University and, in the
past month, MIT, Wellesley
and Wheaton. In December,
she is headed to Israel to lead
mural projects at the Universi-
ty of Haifa and in Haifa’s Wadi
Nis Nas Arab village. 

The projects, which are co-
sponsored by Combined Jew-
ish Philanthropies, involve
Jewish groups as well as stu-
dents from other faiths and
cultures. 

A native of Wayland, Gilon,
30, attended the Parsons
School of Design. After col-
lege, she went on a Birthright
trip to Israel.

“I remember just sitting on
the beach in Tel Aviv, and I
thought, I’m going to live here
soon,” said Gilon.

In 2004 she did an artist
residency in Israel, and ended
up making aliyah and marry-
ing an Israeli. The couple re-
turned to the United States
last year for Gilon’s husband
to study at Columbia
University. 

Seeking to share her
experiences in Israel
through an art project,
Gilon hit upon the idea
of making murals. She
sees the collaborative
potential of murals as a
way of bringing together
people who may not oth-
erwise spend much time
with each other. 

She starts out by ask-
ing students to upload
images online that they
would like to see repre-
sented. After posting
comments about the

photos, the students meet with
Gilon to design the mural. 

The murals, which take
about a week, generally go up
in a public space, often out-
doors. Passers-by are invited to
pick up a paintbrush and help
out. At Northeastern, members
of a Palestinian students group
and a Jewish student group
painted together. Gilon said the
Palestinians told of their experi-
ences living in the West Bank. 

“Some of these students
had never heard any of that
from a Palestinian,” she said. 

At Wellesley last week, stu-
dents painted a mural of cross-
es and stars, with the back-
ground of doves on a light
blue canvas. Gilon said the
mural is meant to reflect the
way people of different faiths
can get along with others,
while keeping their own iden-
tities strong.

As part of the mural project,
Gilon met with a multifaith
group at Wellesley for a paint-
ing session and discussion. To
break the ice, she asked the
students about creative ways
they practice their faiths.
Some said by singing and
dancing, other said cooking.
One woman, who was wearing
a hijab, said her creativity is
reflected in her clothing. An-
other woman said her family
practiced Christianity by mak-
ing up stories about where
and how a prophet in the
Bible was hiding. A Jewish stu-
dent piped in to say that hid-
ing is a part of her faith, too,
as when people hide the
afikomen on Passover. 

When Gilon heads to Israel
next month, she expects
the conversations to be
complicated by how the
same term may mean dif-
ferent things to different
people.

“Even the word coex-
istence is a very Ameri-
can term. I was told it
would be weird if I said
that,” she said. “If you
are in an Arab village in
Haifa, and you say coex-
istence, they will say,
well we already do.”

For more informa-
tion on the murals,
visit IsraelProjects.
weebly.com.

On campuses across Boston,
she’s the maestro of murals

The Wellesley mural is currently at the Slater International Center.

The MIT mural is now on display at the Religious Activities Center.

The Northeastern mural at the Curry 
Student Center.

An American-Israeli
encourages
students to mix
colors and cultures

Diana Gilon

Locally in Brief
Cambridge misses out on ADL trip to Israel 

A group law of enforcement officers from Boston, Newton, Fram-
ingham and Belmont traveled to Israel last month with the Anti-
Defamation League to learn counter-terrorism tactics from Israel’s se-
curity teams. 

Notably missing from that group – which included a dozen other
officers from across the Northeast – were representatives from the
city of Cambridge. Carl Barron, a prominent Cambridge business-
man, had paid for Cambridge police and fire officers to attend the
past two training trips to Israel. 

This year, Barron decided to give his money to Belmont. “There
was such a negative response and attitude last year to the trip, I did-
n’t want to create problems this year,” the 95-year-old businessman
said. 

Last year’s trip sparked a controversy between the Cambridge City
Council, which said it did not know about the trips, and Jewish
groups. The controversy centered on an order proposed by the
council in February calling for more information about the trip. The
first draft of the order asserted that Israel’s security was “associated
with indefinite detention, illegal occupation, torture, lacking any
constitution guidance.”

After the ADL mobilized opposition from the Jewish community,
that language was removed. 

The following month, the council unanimously passed a resolution
ordering the long-time city manager, Robert Healy, to look into the
value and purpose of the trip and report back. Eight months later,
Healy had yet to report back, according to the city manager’s office.
Healy could not be reached for comment.

Protesters enter lobby below Israeli consulate  
About 20 people marched into the lobby of the Boston office build-

ing that houses the Israeli Consulate last Friday, chanting such state-
ments as “Israeli apartheid’s got to go.”

Ushered out by Boston police, the group left without incident after
15 minutes. The consulate is located on an upper floor.

The protest was in response to Israel’s interception of a flotilla that
attempted to defy the naval blockade of Gaza last week.

The Boston protestors included people who camp out at Occupy
Boston, but Josh Sager, a media representative of Occupy Boston,
said this was not an official Occupy protest. Sager said it was not
voted on by the group’s General Assembly, which meets regularly in
Dewey Square to arrive at a consensus on actions to take.

Shai Bazak, consul general of Israel to New England, said in a re-
lease: “As a country with freedom of speech and freedom of assem-
bly, we respect the protesters’ right to voice their opinions. However,
we feel that there is a less than solid connection between the ‘Occu-
py Wall Street’ movement and the Israeli government. If the protes-
tors are fighting against social injustice, it seems that there are other
countries that should be focused on instead as Israel is the only
democracy in the Middle East.”

Senator Scott Brown and Senate candidate Elizabeth Warren issued
statements condemning the protest.

ADL assails state senator over caller 
The Anti-Defamation League of New England issued a statement

questioning the judgment of State Senator Robert Hedlund, a Wey-
mouth Republican, who allows a guest caller to voice anti-Semitic
and other hateful views on a weekly radio program he hosts on
WATD 95.9 FM. 

“Senator Hedlund is giving anti-Semites and their views access to
mainstream media. We expect elected officials to act with greater re-
sponsibility,” said Robert Trestan, Eastern States Civil Rights Counsel
for the ADL. 

Calls to Hedlund’s office were referred to WATD station owner Ed-
ward Perry, who acknowledged that the caller did make anti-Semitic
statements, such as saying that Jewish businessmen are running the
country and denying the Holocaust. Still, Perry said, he would con-
tinue to allow the caller on the air because Hedlund offers rebuttals
to the caller’s views. “Bob and his guests, they get on air, and they
respond in a logistical, educated, professional way,” Perry said. 

Rabbi’s Web class to host star teacher 
Room613, a Web site for Jewish homeschoolers founded by a

Sharon rabbi, was selected to host Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz for the Glob-
al Day of Jewish Learning on Nov. 13.

As part of an essay contest, Rabbi Yosef Resnick wrote a letter ex-
plaining why his site should host Steinsaltz, who launched the Glob-
al Day of Learning last year to mark the completion of his translation
of the Talmud. A spokesperson for the Global Day of Learning said
many congregations and Jewish community centers wrote in, but
Resnick’s essay especially stood out to organizers. 

“As internet technology has advanced and the global interconnect-
edness of the Jewish community has expanded, the Rav’s message
and vision of light and peace have been spread around the world,
via the medium of the world wide web,” Resnick wrote. 

Steinsaltz will speak about this year’s theme, the Shema, from his
home in Jerusalem. His speech can be viewed live on the site, and
can also be viewed following the event.

To watch Steinsaltz’s lecture on the Shema online, visit
room613.net. Fore more on the Global Day of Jewish Learning, visit
theglobalday.com.


